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By JDEL LAHDAU
~ Staffwriter - -

' }Iandau@thedallyjoumal cofn" '

" MILIVILLE - The
City Commission fecsived
‘some- extra mcent

lion: Urbﬁn
Zone grant fo
tions to the L y ]
atre. .. . '
. - Following'a prese
tion from: Ievoy Thea
Preservation ™ ty:
board members, the group
gave commissioners peti-
tions with signatures of -
thousands of people who
support the renovation
project. The hundreds of
sheets of paper were
‘placed on City Clerk Lew
Thompson’s desk. :

Levoy board memher
Phil Van Embden called
the move “the Miracle on
High Street,” a reference
to the movie “Miracle on
-34th Street.”

On Tuesday, the City
Commission stated its
intent to approve the $2.95
million UEZ grant at,
next month’s meeting.

€ move is meant to help
the Levoy board secure
money from its other

_ sources,

“It’s like a domine,”
said board chair Lauren
Van Embden. “Once one
commits, then everythmg
else falls into place.

| approved. The City Com

|
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AT A GLANGE

Money to pay for the renova-
'.tmns_to the Levoy Theatre-is | -

sources, which could include
selling the naming rights: &
the theatre's auditori
$750,000 t0'$ 1 million

Nore of the money has

sion has stated its inte
approve the UEZ gran
next month's meeting.
theatre’s board does
want to secure loans fo
project,

W :Moiey™ from pri\fate J

“ing its support fi

Levoy board’s $7
grant application
N.J. Historical Trus

The chamber

tations from Eco
Director Don Ayres,
members and othe
cials in the city. &

said the project cost for jim Gook of the Of Broad Strest Pla
the Levoy will be about Thompson's desk during a Millville C:

7R millinn

visitors periyear:could

- begln by the third year.
Phil Van Embden, who "
‘said’the [ _
‘men e key ‘to secur-
"'mgthe money for- 'eprq]-‘

“The theater could open .
-in December.2009. Board .
mernhers. anticipate 223
events:and: 80,000/ visitors : -
“the first. yeariThe board’s

- ultimste: -goal: 20:000 -

cans for the Arts, the aver-
age person- spends $2779
per trip to'g. theater, not
including ficket prices; in
a demographlc tier simi-.

it this area, Lauren

, y-one percent of

‘theatergoer,s were local

and 39 peroent were from
L N

Levoy

FromAl -

ect, said the board 1ste1ng
conservatwe w1th their
numbers, .- -0

R U] our‘mtentmn to
make the project succeed,”
he sajd. “We don’t want to.
put.unrealistic .expecta—-
tlons out.there”: -
*Acon] dingtoanatlonal
study, :of monproﬂt the-
aters:not based in, New.
York City .and Los ‘Ange-
les, conducted by Ameri-

outside the immediate
.area, seccording to the
study The local residents
spent.an-average of $19.53
per trip, and don-local res-
idents spent an. average of.
$40.19 per tnp, the study

itatess 1

Mayor James ‘Quinn

 said the theater would be
--agem for the clty’s down-
A: R A' . ]

‘feel 1t’s a great thmg
: g1ty, ‘he said. -

“foro

8 """ Statt photo/Cody Gt
yers drops Stacks of petitions on Clty Clerk Administrator Lew :_
ity Commission meeting Tuesday nlght ‘ . :
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M]llvﬂle commlts UFZ millions t0 Levoy restoratlon

o l Officials'say the pledge of as much

~ as.$2.95 million will ensure an .
~ application-for a state Historic Trust
grant will i recewe serious conmderapon

: ByJOHN MARTINS

Staff Writer; 856*794—5114 C T : '

~ MILLVILLE City * commissioners
* Tuesday publicly pledged their support —
- both moral and financial — to restoring this
" city’s historic’ yet longTShuttered Levoy

: _Theatre

By a unammous vote. Mlllw]les five com-

* missioners’ approved sendmg a letter indi- -

cating the city’s commitment to providing as
much as $2.95 million i Urban Enterprise

Zone funds to the restoration pro;ect. Areso-
lution formalizing the commiitment is stated

tobe introduced in January.. |
According - to members of the Levoy

Theatre Preservation Society, or LTPS, which -

is managing the planned $7.8 million reno-
.vation, the city’s gesture of support was
needed to ensure that an application to the

$750,000 grant v would Iecewe serious con51d-
eration, - -

With the city’s support the group also is
expecting to receive $2.1 niillion in tax-cred-
it funding and as much as $1 nnlhon from
additional grant sources.. : :

- “Thesé grants are very competitive,” said
Lauren Van Embden, a Millville attorney
who sefves as the LTPS board chairwoman.
“With this letter, it makes it look like we have
‘$6.5 million,” _

O See Mi]l'vi]le,Al 1

Millville

{Continued from AT)

Van Embden also said the
commissioners. letter of sup-

~ port will be included with the
NJHT application, which will
be processed in January. A

‘final decision from the

-Historic Trust is expected in
February.

_ Dozens of Millville residents

appeated at Tuesdays com-

- mission meeting to voice their

- support for the project. Many

also heralded the restoration

as a critical component to the

city’s ongoing downtown revi-
talization efforts.

“The success of ﬂ;e down-
town arts district is tied to the

" fate of the Levoy Theatre,” said

Jeff Page, a downtown mer-
chant who was one of the
preservation society’s found-
ing members.

Many commissioners

“agreed, adding that they

believe the foot traffic the
restored theater will bring will
help make the downtown arts
district a thriving marketplace,

“Every plan we've had
comes back as saying the
Levoy Theatre is the way to get
feet on the - street,”

- Commissioner Tim Shannon

said. “This is a vital, vital piece
for our downtown and its sur-
vival.”

'New . Jersey Historic Trust for ancther

Commissioner Dave Vana-
man, however, expressed ini-
tial reservations about the
proportion of available UEZ
money the city would spend
on the project.

He said the $2.95 miilion
amounted to a sizable share of
the $7.2 million currently
available in the c1ty's UEZ
account,

“That’s an awful big num-
ber,” Vanaman said. “My main
concern is cuiting so deeply
into the funding.”

Millville Economic Direcior
Don Ayres, however, said that
continuing payments on UEZ
loans would replenish the

money that is spent on the .
Levoy Theatre project. He also

: said any money that would be

drawn down would have to be
approved with accompanying
invoices and other documen-
tation, and that it would not all
be spent at once.

After discussing those con-
cerns, Vanaman decided to
throw his support behind the
project. -

“Basically, I do believe in the
project, and I believe in the
people doing the project,”
Vanaman said, to a round of
applause. “If this group can't
get it done, then tear it down. I
think theyre going to get it
done.”

E-mail John Martins:
JMantins@pressofac.com
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Levoy:
Miracle

on High St.

By JASON LADAY -
Jladay@SJneWSco com

MILLVILLE Ca]l it the m1rac1e
0n High Street. ‘
Everyone elsedid. e
Comparisons with a certain 19408
cmema standard were unavoidible
Tuesday; when assmtants from the

Levoy Theater Preservation Society
stacked a pile of petitions in front -

of city clerk Lewis Thompson at the
commission meeting.

There were more.than 3,500 petl- .

tions.in . all, and they obscured the

clerk’s face as he smiled and asked
‘for a box to haul them out. .

_There- were 419 petitions from

. Vineland: beseeching the city to help

restore the High Street theater, -

. There were more than 460 from
' Bndgeton '

hf&bout .3110 from the county towu
. 8hips ‘and more. than 1,000

Millville. from

" _They sent petltlons from "New

York, Delaware, the Philadelphia -

: reglon and Camden Atlant1c and
loucester counhes .

{See LEVOY Page A-3)

i plaude ‘t_he~ city" sion® "
1o, 0 ljg_mgfor $2 95;"--‘
However

P,

't0.13 nlonths o it hecomes an

tion society. -,

et m‘aamn;
s dicated a. ;oomml'tme
OOU’m UEZ

1o apply for:$2 950

A gomg to'get it done: -
“ '1tdo.

restore the” downtown

' promlse up to 80 000 patrons
in-the first year;, "

" - of the customers at the Levoy
s thédter: will' be from' oiitside"
- the city, and they: wﬂl spend
~ twice as much here ag locals;”

: he ' eventually,
voted: mfavor of thie ‘motion, :
“after: his. fellow commlssmners"“
f . ~'would have on Miliville.

ing ‘a muln-year. study on the i

d money spent will be speiiton’
. food-and retail,”she added.

“rtient of the UEZ‘and staté his- -
ey'esora and Would have to bea;;
. d .y * at'the LTPS are drawmg capi-
t— ‘tal from $2.1 to $2.4.mi
: " in-new market tax credits and - ‘Irish ‘Pub; ‘New Revelations -
'gomg. to 'brmg back the Levoy, T
- -itg the people at the preserva-f-

T do believe: in- the people'-"".
and- thﬁ project,” he sail. ‘1. waiting until the LTPS man:

- .ages:to collect the $1 million the . perception of crime, and -
“Ifthey can’t do 1t then tea.r'.* i :
; .+ “That could’ be a condltxon ~Herb Roselle, owner of Region-
,'-When ‘the $7 8 nn]hon prOJ-“

gompleted oOrganizers.

'non:nc Development Dlrector,'
DonAyres SR
To" help’ celebrate ‘the c1ty’s :
comxmtment ‘High Street busi-
ness owrers and  other.resi- '
dents packed:the commission -
. hall,"with' many- giving. testi- .
- '-momals o how much the the-
~ater:means to them. = . , -
“Tn’ difficult times, - people
: tirn to recreation, to -escape
hard-times,” said Jane Geélatto, -
- presidént’ of Citizens United to-
" Protect theé Matirice Rwer and
¢ Tt Tnbutanes 1 Just Want to
Aside from the clty’s endorse— - thank:the city ‘commission for
all its . done for- the’ S1te of my‘ :
torical trust funds; membets - *ﬁrst kisa? . ‘
- Owmers of such H1gh Street
million - busmesses ~as the Oar-House -

“To sum it ' ‘up;: 46 percent

said preservation:society mem

projected .impact ‘the: theate
~“About 40 percent of tha

— the final piece of the puzzle: - Records and Reglonal Music -

“— $1 -million -that, the somety - were in“attendance, as well as
- hopes to raise 1tse]f .

. Don ‘Fatierbach, from' the New
The commission’ hmted to Jersey Motorsports Park. .- .
~“There’s the problem with
before releasing. the UEZ. you fix: that with either, more
‘funds. 1. . police or bnghter lights,” said

that ‘other monies. be. brought al Music. “And I can’t think of
in-before this UEZ money is- abnghter light than the’Levoy- .

" lncked m,” sald Mlﬂvﬂle Eco— Theater” S



